
 

I 

 1A  1–30 Proem: Presentation of Ibis’s crime
 1B  31–66 Proem: A call to war
    
 2A  67–106 Invocation of all gods to fulfill Ovid’s prayers 
 2B  107–126 Prayers for Ibis’s eternal exile, penury, and hunger 

     

II 

 3A  127–160 Eternity of Ovid’s hatred and hounding by Ovid’s ghost 
 3B  161–194 Ibis’s death and his eternal torments in Hades 
 3C  195–208 Extended “many mouths” topos 
    
 4A  209–240 Account of Ibis’s ill-omened birth
 4B  241–250 Vatic authority conferred upon Ovid

 



 

lines exemplary figure 
same 

myth as 
previous 

mass/
repeated 

death 

contest 
resulting 
in death 

human 
sacrifice 

eaten by 
monster Odyssey 

365–66 Hippodameia’s suitors 
367–68 Oenomaus 
369–70 Myrtilus 
371–72 Atalanta’s suitors 
373–74 Athenian youths, eaten by Minotaur
375–76 Trojan youths, sacrificed by Achilles
377–78 Sphinx’s victims 
379–80 Minerva’s suppliants slain (on altar?) at Siris ? 
381–82 victims of Diomedes’  horses 

383–84 
victims of Therodamas’s lions 
sacrifices to Artemis on Tauris 

385–86 Ulysses’ men eaten by Scylla & Charybdis

387–88 
Ulysses’ men eaten by Polyphemus
Ulysses’ men eaten by Laestrygones

389–90 senators of Acerrae killed by Hannibal

391–92 
Penelope’s slave-girls 
Penelope’s suitors 
Melantheus 

393–94 Antaeus 

395–96 
victims of Antaeus 
men of Lemnos* 

 



lines exemplary figure 
mass/

repeated 
death 

human 
sacrifice 

killed by 
Hercules 

dies by 
own 

example 
killed by 
Theseus 

393–94 Antaeus  

395–96 
victims of Antaeus  
men of Lemnos  

397–98 Thrasius  
399–400 Busiris (Antaeus’s brother)  
401–2 Diomedes the Thracian  

403–4 
Nessus  
Eurytion  

405–6 Corynetes  

407–8 

Sinis  
Sciron  
Polypemon (Procrustes?)  
Polypemon’s son (Sinis?)  
Minotaur  

409–10 Sinis  
411–12 Cercyon  
 



 

lines exemplary figure failed 
nostos 

Trojan 
War “Ajax” madness filicide matricide 

339–40 Greek fleet   
341–42 Oilean Ajax   
343–44 Telamonian Ajax   
345–46 Lycurgus   

347–48 

Hercules   
Athamas   
Orestes   
Alcmaeon   

 



 

lines exemplary figure 
consumption 

of human 
flesh 

family 
murder 

roasted/
boiled 

roasted/
boiled 
alive 

dismembered devotio iambics multiple 
wounds Cybele 

425–26 Erysichthon  
427–28 Tydeus  
429–30 Thyestes/Atreus  
431–32 Lycaon  

433–34 
Pelops  
“Teleus’s boy”  

435–36 Absyrtus  
437–38 Perillus 
439–40 Phalaris* † 
441–42 Pelias  
443–44 Curtius  
445–46 Theban Spartoi  ‡
447–48 Boupalos or Athenis  
449–50 Callimachus’s Ibis  
451–52 Menedemus  
453–54 galli          
455–56 Attis §
457–58 Hippomenes & Atalanta 

 



 

lines exemplary figure 
artists, 

philosophers, 
prophets

divine 
vengeance 

519–20 Callisthenes 
521–22 Archilochus 
523–24 Hipponax 
525–26 lyrae vates severae
527–28 Orestes 
529–30 Eupolis 
531–32 Lycophron 
533–34 Pentheus 
535–36 Dirce 
537–38 Philomela 
539–40 C. Helvius Cinna
541–42 vates Achaeus 
543–44 Prometheus 
545–46 Harpagus’s son 
547–48 Mamertas 
549–50 Syracosius poeta
551–52 Marsyas 
553–54 Ethiopians petrified by Medusa

555–56 Glaucus 
Glaucus 

557–58 Glaucus 
559–60 Socrates 

561–62 Haemon 
Macareus 

563–64 Astyanax 
565–66 Adonis 
567–68 Ulysses 
569–70 Anticlus 
571–72 Anaxarchus 
573–74 Crotopus 
575–76 Argives 
577–78 Hippolytus 
579–80 Polydorus 
581–82 Niobe’s children
583–84 Amphion 

585–86 Niobe 
Battus 

587–88 Hyacinthus 
589–90 Leander 
591–92 comicus 
593–94 Palinurus 
595–96 Euripides 
597–98 Empedocles 
599–600 Orpheus 
601–2 Meleager 
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